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“Although John Dewey’s reputation as a leading philosopher
and educator is well established, far less is known about his
participation in the quest for a peaceful world. Charles Howlett
and Audrey Cohan help restore the balance by providing an
important, detailed, and well-researched study of Dewey’s
intense, sometimes painful engagement with issues of war and
peace.”—Lawrence S. Wittner, professor of history emeritus,
University at Albany, State University of New York
“Howlett and Cohan have provided a full and lucid account
of John Dewey’s thought and activism on behalf of ‘relative
pacifism.’ Much less well known than Dewey’s vigorous
support of American intervention in World War I, the story of
his subsequent effort to walk back from the abyss of modern
war has now been given its due.”—Robert Westbrook, author
of John Dewey and American Democracy

The pacifist activism of one of America’s
leading educational theorists
John Dewey is perhaps best known for his interest in
the study of pragmatic philosophy and his application
of progressive ideas to the field of education. Carrying
his ideas and actions beyond the academy, he tied his
philosophy to pacifist ideology in America after World War
I in order to achieve a democratic world order. Although his
work and life have been well documented, his role in the
postwar peace movement has been generally overlooked.
Charles F. Howlett and Audrey Cohan take a close
look at Dewey’s many undertakings on behalf of world
peace. This volume covers Dewey’s support of, and
subsequent disillusionment with, the First World War
as well as his postwar involvement in trying to prevent
another world war. Other topics include his interest in
peace movements in education, his condemnation of
American military intervention in Latin America and
of armaments and munitions makers during the Great
Depression, his defense of civil liberties during World
War II, and his cautions at the start of the atomic
age. The concluding epilogue explores how Dewey’s
ideas can still be useful to peace education today.
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